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Community Wellbeing Portfolio – from Cllr Izzi Seccombe (Chair) 
 
Public Health Motion at LGA General Assembly 
 

1. I was pleased to speak on behalf of the LGA at the General Assembly in Bournemouth to 
support the Public Health Motion proposed by Cllr David Jenkins (Cambridgeshire County 
Council) and seconded by Cllr Colette Wyatt-Lowe (Hertfordshire County Council). The 
LGA is fully committed to playing its part on behalf of all councils to make the strong 
financial case for further investment in prevention, and recognises the urgency of moving to 
a place-based approach to work together to prevent ill-health and support people to 
maintain their own health. The LGA, alongside Public Health England and the Association 
of Directors of Public Health, will continue to lobby the government to develop a long-term 
approach to the economics of prevention, and the Community Wellbeing Board will take the 
work forward in 2016/17.  

 
The financial crisis in health and social care and Integration Self-Assessment Tool 
 

2. Alongside Stephen Dorrell, Chairman of NHS Confederation, Harold Bodmer, President of 
ADASS, and Caroline Abrahams, Director of Age UK, I spoke at a plenary session at the 
LGA Conference on the financial crisis facing adult social care where I also launched the 
new Integration Self-Assessment Tool to help councils assess their capacity and lead the 
integration and transformation agenda. The tool would be piloted in several areas 
throughout the summer and would be available to all councils in the autumn as part of the 
LGA’s Care and Health Improvement Programme. As part of the launch, I highlighted the 
need for council leaders to operate in the interest of their communities, the need for 
honesty with partners with an open approach to resources and budgets, and the need for 
bravery for councils to make changes to their approach, take on more responsibility, or 
transfer resources where required.  
 

3. On 16 June, I spoke alongside senior leaders from the NHS and adult social care to launch 
Stepping up to the Place: the key to successful health and care integration at the NHS 
Confederation Annual Conference.  The LGA led a partnership of the NHS Confederation, 
NHS Clinical Commissioners and the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services to 
produce a system-wide vision for health and social care integration.  We propose a place-
based preventative approach in order to achieve better health and wellbeing outcomes for 
our citizens, better services and make best use of our collective resources. The LGA had a 
strong presence at the conference, which was very much welcomed by delegates. 

 
Learning the lessons from integration 
 

4. At the conference I also chaired a workshop session to consider what we have learnt from 
integration in terms of improving health and wellbeing outcomes for people, improving 
experience of services, and making the best use of health and social care resources to 
build on existing integration initiatives to achieve full integration of health and social care by 
2020. Speakers at the workshop included Carole Burgoyne, Strategic Director for People at 
Plymouth City Council, Jerry Clough, Chief Operating Officer and Locality Managing 
Director at Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group, Cllr Ruth 
Dombey OBE, Leader of London Borough of Sutton, and Richard Samuel, Board Member 
of NHS Clinical Commissioners.  
 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7884671/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/adult-social-care/-/journal_content/56/10180/7859151/ARTICLE
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Mental Health – the foundations of a healthy and prosperous place 
 

5. Cllr Gillian Ford chaired a workshop at the LGA Conference on the importance of mental 
wellbeing to the health and prosperity of local communities and how councils provided 
services which could support this through housing, public health and design of public 
spaces. Sarah Norman, Chief Executive of Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council, and Cllr 
Jaqui Dyer, London Borough of Lambeth and Vice-Chair of the National Mental Health 
Taskforce (NMHT), spoke at the workshop, which also considered the opportunities 
devolution could bring for mental health, the impact of poor mental health on life chances of 
children and young people, and the possible impacts for councils and health partners of the 
recommendations from the NMHT.  

 
The military and our community 
 

6. Following Armed Forces day on Saturday 25 June 2016, when councils across the country 
hosted hundreds of events and flew the armed forces flag, Cllr Baroness Scott of Bybrook 
OBE, chaired a debate at the LGA Conference on the future relationship between local 
government and the serving and veteran community, and the first findings of a national 
review into local action on the Armed Forces Covenant Local Pledge, to which 370 councils 
across the country have signed up.  

 
Dementia 
 

7. In June 2016 Cllr Jackie Meldrum attended the Prime Minster Challenge on Dementia 2020 
Citizens Engagement Programme Task and Finish advisory group. The purpose of the 
group is provide advice on engaging with citizens to find out if the PM Challenge is making 
a difference to the lives of people with dementia and carers. Also in June Cllr Gillian Ford 
attended the PM Challenge on Dementia 2020 Dementia Friendly Communities Task 
Groups and Annual General Meeting, and Cllr Jonathan McShane and Cllr Gillian Ford 
attended the Public Health England Dementia Governance Board. 

 
Missing Adults and Children 
 

8. Councillor Gillian Ford attended the Annual Ministerial Missing Adults and Children 
Roundtable chaired by Karen Bradley, Minister for Preventing Abuse, Exploitation and 
Crime. 

 
Diabetes Week 
 

9. Last month I responded to the latest figures on the increasing number of children 
developing Type 2 diabetes, which is largely preventable and closely linked with lifestyle, 
such as unhealthy eating or lack of exercise. To coincide with Diabetes Week the LGA 
called on the government to take bold action as part of the national childhood obesity 
strategy. The LGA has previously called for teaspoon sugar labelling and a reduction of 
sugar content in fizzy drinks, greater provision of tap water in schools and restaurants, and 
for councils to be given powers to ban junk food advertising near schools to be included in 
the strategy.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7860170/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7860170/NEWS
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Press Releases and Statements 
 

10. I have recently made public statements enforcing the LGA’s positions on a report on the 
Care Act by the Carers Trust, statistics on alcohol-related hospital admissions, statistics on 
the number of women smoking while pregnant, and the latest NHS Health Check figures.   
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http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7881554/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7881554/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7878547/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7863661/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7863661/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/health/-/journal_content/56/10180/7861971/NEWS
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